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N<'wsldter ~/ the ]1mi Bjorling Society

Concert (ro11t.Ji-o111 p. 5)

Upcoming in the JBS Journal:

and i\ l as;,e net's lf ~rthcr) as well as G <ista
Winberg h an<l

I.cna

Nordin who sang,

among other things, the 4rh :\Ct dut:t from
i W ,111011

Lcs11111t. Supe rb con tributions we re

made by L ars Ckveman with arias from

T11m11dot and ?him.

It was especially moving wh c.:n
Stefan Dahllx:rg ,1nd Ing rid Tnhi.1sscH1
sang a duct frnm // Tro·uatore, Jussi's last
appearance in rht: house. To rondu<le, all
the singer; bowed in homage to Ju,,i\
projected image on a sc.:rccn, and then
bowed to t he audienct:.
The ntlminati ng encore was Gdsta
Winbergh\

rendition of J ussi's , h owpiece, " Till 1-l avs."Then the entire hou~c
appro,1c h ed ecstasy. - Lars ll,•dN(ld

• Steplwn I la~tinp' authoritative evaluation o f J msi's p osition among the great
renurs of th e twen tieth rt: ntury, in his art ir k "The suprc:mt! singing- of ,1 ~hy
man." Ynu'll wan t to , t udy thi s arrick rarefull~·. with your n:cord rollcnion at
h,rnd, to tidly :1pprcci.itc statcmc nrs like the l~illowi n~:

"Of t hi; ( Clllllry', tenors, Bji>rling is rhc 011r who h.t, per hap, ,·omc do,c,t to
L'mb,,dnng the i,k:1I ,1ualitic, f;,r :1 r,,lc , ud1 .ts i\Lrnrico. th.rnb to Ill, o;quisitclv
n,uthful 1imhrc, hi, in,pir,·d phrnsing :incl fnnni,hhlc ring in the upper rc_~i, tcr. Tl1<:si·
<p1.1litic, .. . emerge . . . irre, istihl_\' in a live rcrnrrli ng of a p,·rt;m n:ttKC ,on,luncd b~·
\' 1u,,n01 <: 11i at C.i1-e nt C .mkn i11 1'.139 . . . th.it in,lu.l~s the m,,st pntc<:t intcrprcr.1
ti,>n nf":\h , i, hen n1io'' c..·\·cr pre~cn·c,i. ('.11n p;1ring- thi !-i p1..·rt~)n n:u1t:(· 1n f:h·t \\'ith oth ~
n , h~- rJO ol the ~rc:Hl''t l<'IH>r,j, 011(' (11,(()l'('rS rh,11 no •>t hr r tcn,,r h,,, , u,,·ecd,·d in
n·nc..lcri1tg ,d p, ,cril :lll}' cn.·r:· dct;1 iJ of \'1.·r<li':, 5-~on:, hr>th in the rccit.tl :vc :111d .tria. 'f hi~
.1d1irwmcnt w:1, m.tdc pu,, ihlc In- G 11i', rc,pcd for rhc prc, cn lwd tcmp,,--Ad.tg i,,
(m a11_1· u ,n,la, ,.,r, tr.tm f, 1 1 m ;t into .111 .-\11,-Lu11c)- .,11,I b~· Bji>rling\ ahili,v lLl ,u,tain
th.it 1cmp1) w,rh ,xtr.1nrdi 11e1ry ,·ir111u<1ty. Onl)· Bcrgon,i .1pproachc, rl:c dicer he
m.1k.. , 111 ,hi, .tri,1, h11t hi, line i5 le~~ liquid, the ,kt.iii, le~, tini,hr,!, thr umhrc le,,
1.

.tr<·~,j 11g."

T h ere do exi st upes of this p erforlll -

• .Jtirgl'n K<.' sting-·, S\\'<'l'J)ing apprec iation ot'J11ssi from th,· h·!lnk/itrt,T.-lllg,1110·11<',
"l\ l ir d<.: m I ln1l'11 , i11gcn," ma rking rhe fortieth anni,·cr~arr of_J11ssi\ ,lcath . Of

anrc, whi ch was broadcast li\'c via
Swedish lbdio, and pcrhap;, a CD uf

cour , c "'c' ll pm1·i,lc a good tran slatit>n for you of thi s Jense, cnthu, i:btir paean
t,J J u,,i's ,1rt . For now, you cln savor these phrases:

the show will b..: made arn ilabk. (I han:

··1-:, \1-.,r rn1 ,' 11ngt' wi,h11lid1c I,rudnkraft in dn I lohc. dic- ~d1,>n di<' Stimmc des
iunc;,·11 l ~·nor, .111,,ci, h nctc···- cinc ,ilhri,c;c, crk , c·n rimhri, rc, farhrnrcichc und oft

,1

partial tapt: of the hroadc.::ist, made by

a friend who was hu~y with other task,
.1nd let some of the side-breaks get ,·cry
kngth~·; but it \ dear from tha t tape that
man~• ,l( th e p erl;>rmanct:s were ,·cry
fine. l\ l ost likdr there will be no com ·
mc rcially ~,·,1ihble recording, but w e

1nd;u , ... l11)l1~dl gctontc Sti1111nc ."

• :\ kng tl1r "l ·l,1111;1)!,i: to Jmsi B_jiirlin~," whic h appeared in :\u, rri.,·s n1 u~ic.: nug azi n c D er 11<·111• .\!c',L ,,; sce n1s to bring ~omc IIC\\' ideas in its p rai,c of _l us,i's art.
Karl I le-kier h :h :1g rccd w tran, lat<.: t his arti r k , whic.:h was gc nl'rou ~l_1· providcd
to 11~ hy Fr.rn ~·o i, ):o u1·io n and Angelica Bcrg onzi.

m.1y he ahk to arran ge fo r copies w be
made on ,rn info rm al basis. Our ,1dvi ~o r

• T wo t1 thc:r kn,t.;tln· , tudics, kin,lly passed along to u ~ from our colleague, I larald
I le nrr,, nn :md Frie \\' imhlcs :11111 horh p11hli , lwd tn lll:uk thl' Todl', ug: David

in th at migf1t he Per lhrhtrrirn, who

l\ lc.:llc,r rnntrihut ,·d ·•'] ·1ic Swed.: impirati,,11" to the Sund,n· /)a ily 11Joil of Augu ~t
2 7, ,111d :If< hited Ri , h:1rd England wrote "Ccksti,d t..:nor from till' nurth" for 'f'h,•

not only attended the show, a nd g:wc .1
J cta ilc,I internet r.:,·icw of it, bur ,llso
taped thl' hroacka, t. )
The ti,llt)\\ i11g ,by, Sund,n · Septt!mbcr 10, saw a 1111.:morial p rogra m ar
the Srur.1 Tu na r h urch where Jussi i5

aria~ and d ul't !r()m Ruf., •m,•, and ,hl'

of° special programs marking the day:

buried. l lrn: I ..1r, Bji\rli11g s:111g two

jui 11cd Lar< and J oh n Erik in tl1l' trin
frnm / ·',;,-u1. The l3or~ana, choi r abo

,\ndy IC 1rz as' \-V F:\ 1T radio show played

Sibdiu~

~o np,

S,·hubcrt 's

.. Dit:

Allnuclir," and "Ah ~i , bc:n min."
Crand ~on lbnnond Bjiirling , ang
"Kung I lc- imn cw h ,\,Ing ," "!\g m1s Dci'"

p crtinm c:d se, ·<.: r.d , ,mg, , so th e program
\,·.1, extc n , in·.

Bj o rling progra m s u n St:pte mbc: r 2 anJ 9
(signit·i l·,111t, since that station is carri,:d
11.1tionwidc by cable). J\l,n, sc1·c r;d pnhlic

Further, S\l·c:.-li~h Radi o bri>a(kast

radio stations haJ vcn- substantial t rib -

,rnd uth<.:r ,ong,, h:1,, John Eri k Elchy

J us,i\ 1960 7i u-:·.1tr.. r,• pcrf<l rtnan c<.:, ,ind

utc ~, thanks in part ro nudging frnm Yo e!

Carlo .11111

the: T\' prng r;1rn ";\ l usibl'cgcln" (The

Arheitman, fo r one. Ynd prlll·ide~ a lin e:

Verdi·, R,·111i1'111 and a S tt:nhamrnc.:r song.

.\ l u~ic ;\ l irror) broadcast a ~hort d ocu-

,rnd the sopr:1110 I l ilkvi i\hrtinpclto
,ang Sibcl i11, a1lll th e Ot.•llo ".1h e i\hria."

men tary from th e JB :\ l usenm.

example o f what can h e done· b~- notit\ing ,1 stati on in advance and then ofti..: r-

T hen , he and Raymond ,.rng the .-\ ct I

pem·d in th e US!\, thc:rc were a number

, ang the hig :1ri.1s frnm

/.) r,11

\ -\'hik nothi ng on thi, order hap-

ing some help by prm·iding rnme unu sual material from one's own collection .

Ne1.nletter of th,• J11.1si Bjdrling Society

Ti/lies ofl\'lalta, September 11. We'll only excerpt these articles, just to give their
flavor, because their best parts tend to draw heavily from sources we already

know well, especially the biography .fussi by i\frs. Bjorling and Andrew Farkas.
• H al Sokolsky's carefully rrnnscribcd 1962 WNYC inren·iew by Walter Stegman
of Jussi 's publicity age nt Bill Arnc th, g i\·en in full with all exaggerations intact:
caveat cmpror! And we than k All.in Wilkinson fo r making available his recording of George Jellinck's fine interview of Richard :\fohr, who produced many of
Jussi's complete operas for RCA-we arc seeking a volunteer to transcribe that
program (:i much simpler task than the WN'{C tape, th,111ks to the personalities
of the men involved).
• G:1il C:unpain's c,1rdi.11ly-tr:tnslated cl1:1ptcrs from the JB Mcmorybook will feature stateme nts by three men who had m uch to do with presenting Jussi to his
fellow countrymen in venues around Sweden: Erik).irnklcv, Ake Sundborg and
Costa Berg. We understand J ussi much more d early when we can view him
through rhe eyes of the Swedes who knew h im and workc.:d wi th him on'r his
entire career, and Gail's translations ma ke £11 A1i1111esbo/.: accessible at last. Tack,
tack, dear Gail!

• i\n especially vi\'id cbcussion of 1Wa11011 L<'srnut recordings, by Edward G reen field, is well worth our excerpting from Oprra 0 11 R,·ro1d J (Alan Blyth, ed.). This
fine article was brought to our attention by L1rs-Hcnrik Osterholm last summer, on the Bj<irling c- list discussion g roup, and we think you'll find its special
attention to Jussi's interpretation of Des Grieu., enlightening, enjoyable and
convmcmg.
• A collection of inten •icws, including Kristian Krngholm's introduction of the great
I tali an vocal conoscitore Alessandro Sciocchetti, who has helped bring a fuller
appreciation ofJussi's ,1rt to his countrymen, and Kristian's own autobiographical
notes (cxtractt:d with some difficulty, as one expects when dealing with a scandi na\'O schi\'O). VVc'll learn what Kristian docs during his summers, when his cry is
"Till havs!" M ati Zciti spent six months in New York City as a visiting music stu dent during the fall of 1959, and was d ever enough to see Jussi four times in opera
and rnKC in concert during that time. Later, in 1993, he wrote of his impressions
ofJussi (in Hebrew), and h:1s now translated his article for our pleasure.

Since anorher opportunity for
spreading the good news abo ut Jussi is
approaching, with his 90th birthday on

(Incidentally, February 4 is Anders
Bjorling's 65th birthday, so many of us
will be sending our congratulations to

February S, please con sider getting in
touch with your local classical music station an d suggesting a Jussi program.

him this year1)

~
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A Holiday Note to You
from the JBS Board
One year ago, we'd had our first successful confe rence and had a sense of validatio n by the events of the year: good cooperation from our colleagues in Sweden
and the U.K ., much news of Jussi as
singer of the century in various polls, and
the satisfaction of meeting many of you
in vVashington : W e felt a bit worn down
tin:111cially, unable to do some o f the
things we wanted, so we issued an appeal,
to give u s some resources to make more
progress, explaining what we wa nted to
do. Your response was more generous
than any of us expected, and we h ave
been able to make some good progress
over the past year. Thank you for your
confidence'
You can sec in th is Newslet ter what
our plans fo r the comi ng year arc: we're
optimistic that these plans will allow us
to attract new members and grow. We
can be small only fo r a while, as a new
organization, but to m aintain credibility
we have to increase our membership
base. P lease help us do that during the
coming year: tell your friends about us
(use th is Newsletter if it will help, o r
throw a Bjorling Birthday Party on
February 5 for your friends'), try to join
us at our June 2001 conference, or- if
your mea ns allow-consid er diggi ng
deepe r to help us maintain solvency.
l\lost of all, !er us know what you think
we should be doing, as we ~rope o ur way
into the new m ille nnium. Our bes t
wi,hes for a happy New Year- Gad Jul !
Bill Clayton, l\:l ic!.:,y and Bill Do1v!,

Tom Jii,w , Dan Shm
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Newsletter ofthl' Jussi Bjorling &ci.:ty

Some observations about
"new" JB recordings
recently released . . .

- -- - - · - - - - -

Inquiries about articles published in this Newsletter can be addressed to D an
Shea, 1007 Edgehill Dr., Madison, WI USA 53705 , or by email: shca«ilmath.
wisc.edu or by telephoning at 608-231 -3117.

• Londo n Legends has remastered the
R einer-Price- Elias-Bj o rlin g-T oz7,i
Verdi Req11im1 and internet evaluations
of the sound have been enthusiastic.
Kristia n
Krog holm
(d er
Feinschmeckcr with the golden ears,
according to Yoe! Arbeinnan) posts
th is comme nt: "The 'new ' R equiem
from Decca is glorio us. Better than l
could even have ho ped for. For the first
time on CD fro m Decca, Jussi docs
not sound dry. The Ingcmisco is so
intense and the sweetness of his voice
so wonderful."

Some insight on Andrea Bocelli the man,
as reported kl1/llbl.'rl lnnaumto ·,1ia an intl.'rnd di.ffus.1io11:
Albert has interviewed Bocelli fo r a cover artide to appear in BBC m,1gazine,
December 2000, and he has the following discussio n on tape:
\Vhen I talked to Bocelli he told me of all the teno rs b e loved. Ht: felt growing
up he could imitate Del :\ lonaco and Pcrtile and Schipa. And he wanted to be

• In

honor of th e September 9
Stockholm Opera conn :rt mcnrio ncd
elsewhere tn this i~sue, Bluebell
Records was givl'n permission br tlu.:
Operan management to release the
double bill of C:a-,,al!aia R11sti<"1111a and

Internet commt'.nts h ,n·c been enthusiastic about the singing anJ rhc ~ound.
(Of course, Jussi's Canio is in Swedish
but his Turridu is in Italian (wh ile the
rest of the cast sings in Swedish! ).)

-- ---- - - -

I nformation on how to join the Jussi Bjorling Society-USA can be obtained by
writing to Mickey D ove, 109 Melrose Rd., Broad Brook, CT USA 06016, or by
email: mdove9@ho me.com, or by telephoning her at 860-623-9320. Or check
our webp,1ge: www.jussibjorlingsoci ety.com.

The record-selling phenomenon called
Jussi Bjo rling continues to m ake news.
Here are a few words about some of
what's happening:

H1gli11.-ri starring J uss i and n:co rded at
the performann:, of Dccemher 8, 1954.

·- - -----------------

(he grants it's impossible) some kind of combination. But for him the mo~t perfret tenor was Rjiirling. La ter he called me ~nd we had forther conwrsation . I
had just made this CD and l included the end of the Garden Scene of Fn11st.
wherl.' he joins E sther Rethy in ,l high C from 19.17. Borelli m;1dc me play it 8
time:,. Tht: C is a mi racle ufhcauty, focus and perfect pitching (how often dn we

I!

hear a C that tends to be a C sharp or , inb ,1 little t·ow,ird tht' B ~harp?). lfo,·clli
was astounded. "And thi, was )iv<:?'' hl.' sa id. "Th.it m,rn w ;1~ a Goel!"

[___ --·-·

-------·· - -- - - --

··-·-·

---- ---·- -

novita c ii concerto di Berlino do\'l.'
l',Jrchcstra , i sentc male ma la vrn:c c
molto buona." ("The only news is the
B erlin .:oncert, in which the orchestra
,ounds bad, but t he 1·oicc i~ W IT
good .")

• Bluebell ,dso will release another CD of
rarities, and :--Jaxns has rommirred to
remaste r and release J ussi\ entire prnduction of 78 rpm discs nn C D; we've
heard th,n the enthusiasm fo r this project comes from the \'er)· To p at Naxos.
\11/e wi ll develop a stor~· about ;-,..:,mis·
enthusia~m for Bjiirlin~ in a future
J.J RS article.

• Last m o nth I received ~1 two- LP 1·crsion of the 1947 ;\ let Ram,:,,, better

• Urania has a 11<:w JB rck.tse. An evaluation b}' Alessandro Scim-chetti ro
Kristian K. fol lows: ''I lo da icri

than the i\kt Opera Guild's tine n:rsion. V\/e'd heard about it from P hil
Curti~ of LA, who had it sent (S25

l'Urani,1: il suonn c buo n<> meglio de lle
altre edizioni (mcrito 24 bit). l\mira

includes postage, fro m the I,on<lon
shop of M ichael Thomas, SA :'\nrfolk

• i\nd VJ\I's new "Raritic," C D has garnered good reviews. These wi ll h,1ve to
wait for ''Ju,si in the News" in/.}RS.

····------- - - - - - - - - -

i

__ _J

Pl.. London \ V2 lQ'\. (lie adn:rtises
steadily in Gn11111J/'hc11e mahazine.)
Phil \ tTaluatio11: ''The \ let 1·ersio 11 is
n :rtai nly superior to the .\ lyro; ir h as
t·i.ilkr ,011nJ ll'it hout the ,on1etilllt:~
h;1rsh q11;dit~· o f the C D. The ~n und on
thc ;\ IT U\ is <l).\ain ti.tiler ,u1d more
natural than the \kt 1·er, ion. T his is
mnrc· twt iccahlc ar certain place, t han
at others, which m.1y stt:tn fr,,m the
fort th,tt the ,\ let· 1-cr,ion utilizes two
so11rcc,, one defi 11ircl_r better than the

other.''
-- //amid/ !c111y..-.,011, To111 fli11cs
ti/Id D1111 Sht't1

